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AMAZON
VALPARAÍSO
BRAZIL
Located within the Brazilian state of Acre, Ama-
zon Valparaíso preserves 28,000 hectares of 
pristine tropical rainforest alongside the Valpa-
raíso and Jurua Rivers in the Amazon Basin. By 
enhancing the quality of life and socio-economic 
development of local populations through trai-
ning in sustainable agriculture, provision of heal-
th services, and education, the project makes 
conservation an economically viable alternative 
to slash-and-burn agriculture, cattle ranching, 
and commercial logging.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
The rainforests surrounding the Valparaíso 
and Jurua Rivers contain some of the highest 
levels of biodiversity in the world, with 30,000 
endemic plant and 42 endemic animal species. 
The ecoregion also has the highest mammal 
and bird richness recorded in the Amazon: 257 
mammal and 782 bird species. The project is 
imperative to protecting its species diversity 
and freshwater networks.

Community Development
Locals are receiving training in sustainable agri-
cultural practices, and the project has launched 
a community association to assist with cassava 
flour and açaí production. Valparaíso is also im-
plementing new education programs and expan-
ding regional health centres and dental clinics. 

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Amazon Valparaíso will prevent the emissions of 
1.5 million tonnes of CO2 over the first 10 years 
of its 30-year lifetime, validated and verified un-
der the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). It has 
also achieved CCB Gold status for exceptional 
community benefits.

Endangered Species
The jaguar is the flagship species of the area and 
has declined by 25% in the last 20 years due to 
habitat loss, trophy hunting, and illegal trade. In 
addition to the jaguar, Amazon Valparaíso pro-
tects critical habitat for at least 25 species, inclu-
ding the lowland tapir and short-eared dog.
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Brazilian
Rosewood
BRAZIL
Pará, Brazil houses one of the most diverse and 
abundant ecosystems on the planet. The Bra-
zilian Rosewood project in Pará’s Portel mu-
nicipality works to protect this fragile area by 
stopping rampant deforestation of carbon-den-
se rainforest and allowing degraded forests a 
chance to regenerate. It is supporting 130 fa-
milies, helping them to strengthen social struc-
tures, gain land tenure, and improve their food 
security through agroforestry, plus providing 
jobs and education in forest protection and pre-
servation and opportunities for communities to 
develop local businesses.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
The project preserves 180,000 hectares of high 
conservation value forest near the Caxiuanã 
National Forest, a protected area with high bio-
diversity.

Community Development
Jobs in forest patrolling and biodiversity mo-
nitoring introduce new income streams, while 
securing land tenure and land-use rights create 

respect for forest resources and keep illegal de-
foresters away. In partnership with local NGOs, 
the project also provides capacity building and 
funding for families to launch sustainable busi-
nesses for non-timber forest products such as 
the highly valuable açai fruit, plus energy-effi-
cient cooking stoves for cassava production.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Brazilian Rosewood will prevent the emissions 
of 19 million tonnes of CO2 over its 40-year life-
time, validated and verified under the Verified 
Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also achieved CCB 
Gold status for exceptional biodiversity and cli-
mate benefits.

Endangered Species
The prevents ecosystem fragmentation and loss, 
thus providing a safe and functional environ-
ment for at least 30 threatened or vulnerable 
species, including the Ka’apor capuchin monkey, 
black-bearded saki, black-handed tamarin, giant 
anteater, giant otter, and golden parakeet.
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CORDILLERA
AZUL
PERU
Mountainous cloud forests, lush Amazon 
lowlands, sparkling blue lagoons, and rich bio-
diversity have earned Cordillera Azul National 
Park the title of ‘jewel of the Peruvian Amazon’. 
It is home to unique habitats, some virtually un-
touched by man, and to an estimated 6,000 plant 
species, more than 80 mammals, about 180 fish 
species, and over 600 bird species.

Although protected, the park is at risk of defo-
restation from nearby communities dependent 
on its resources. The project creates alternative, 
sustainable livelihoods for them, protects more 
than 1.35 million hectares in a wider landscape 
of 2.3 million hectares, and prevents the emis-
sions of more than 15 million tonnes of CO2.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
The mountain forests of the central Amazon re-
gion of Peru hold extraordinary biodiversity, in-
cluding endangered and endemic species. The 
park protects critical ecosystem services for in-
digenous and rural communities, including soil 
maintenance, freshwater provision, food secu-

rity, and plant pollination, as well as 400 plant 
species that are explicitly used by locals.

Community Development
The project provides technical assistance to help 
local farmers implement agroforestry for co-
coa, coffee, and other similar crops. This greatly 
improves degraded areas, generates revenue, 
and strengthens governance. The project also 
supports the development of small enterprises 
and cooperatives, access to education, sanita-
tion, and healthcare, and a cacao processing 
facility which helps farmers add more value to 
their crops.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Cordillera Azul will prevent the emissions of 
more than 15 million tonnes of CO2 over the first 
10 years of its 20-year lifetime, validated and ve-
rified under the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). 
It has also achieved CCB Gold status for excep-
tional biodiversity benefits.

Endangered Species
The park protects healthy populations of en-
dangered mammals, including spectacled bears, 
cougars, jaguars, bush dogs, river otters, giant ar-
madillos, woolly monkeys, and spider monkeys. 
It is also home to iconic birds and species such 
as the scarlet-banded barbet, giant armored 
catfish, majestic harpy eagle, razor-billed curas-
sows, and a variety of parrots and macaws.
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Envira
Amazonia
Brazil
The Envira Amazonia project protects 39,000 
hectares of tropical rainforest alongside the 
Jurupari River, near the city of Feijó in the sta-
te of Acre, Brazil. A highway built in the 1980s 
has consistently increased deforestation and 
development pressure in the area, especially 
for cattle ranching. The project was formed in 
response to these pressures.

It prevents the emission of more than 12.6 mi-
llion tonnes of CO2, preserves an extraordinary 
amount of biodiversity – especially rare birds – 
and directly benefits local communities.

Landowners are implementing many activities 
to assist communities and mitigate deforesta-
tion pressures, such as agricultural support, de-
forestation patrols, and sustainable economic 
alternatives.

Impacts
Community Development
The project is working to establish alternative 
sources of income and employment opportuni-
ties for residents through offering agricultural 
extension training courses, granting residents 
land tenure, employing locals as deforestation 

patrollers, and operating programs to commer-
cialize the collection, transport and sale of me-
dicinal plants and açaí. Work is also underway 
to increase local water quality and improve far-
ming conditions by retaining topsoil and con-
trolling erosion.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Envira Amazonia will prevent the emissions 
of 12.6 million tonnes of CO2 over the first 10 
years of its 30-year lifetime, validated and veri-
fied under the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). 
It has also achieved CCB Gold status for excep-
tional biodiversity and community benefits.

Endangered Species
The region hosts an extraordinary amount of 
tropical, endangered, and/or endemic birds, 
such as the blue-headed macaw and Amazo-
nian parrotlet. The project also conserves habi-
tat for threatened tree species such as bigleaf 
mahogany.
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GOLA
RAINFOREST
SIERRA LEONE
The Gola Rainforest is a catalyst for peace, 
prosperity, and national pride in Sierra Leone. 
It conserves globally important habitats in the 
70,000-hectare Gola Rainforest National Park 
and Greater Gola Landscape, the largest remai-
ning area of Upper Guinea rainforest in Sierra 
Leone. It is a biodiversity hotspot and is home 
to thousands of bird, butterfly, plant, and mam-
mal species, including chimpanzees, forest 
elephants, and the enigmatic pygmy hippo.

Leading the way towards a sustainably mana-
ged landscape spanning Liberia and Sierra Leo-
ne of over 350,000 ha, the project ensures that 
communities are active stewards of the forests 
that maintain and enhance their lives.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
A hundred years ago, more than half of Sierra 
Leone was covered with rainforest; now, only 
around 5% remains. The Greater Gola Lands-
cape is a mosaic of protected and community 
forests and agricultural lands. To fulfill its poten-
tial as an ecosystem, the community and agri-
cultural lands need to be managed to ensure 
the integrity of the forest, so that it contributes 

to erosion prevention, water supply, and crop 
pollination. The Gola project works with 122 fo-
rest-edge communities to accomplish this.

Community Development
Gola has trained 122 master farmers who each 
work with two youth farmers to run field schools 
for sustainable cocoa agriculture; nearly 2,000 
have now registered and are receiving training 
to improve cocoa quality and yields. The project 
has also delivered training to address gender 
imbalances that impede women’s ability to own 
assets, control finances, and participate in acti-
vities and as community leaders. It directly em-
ploys 150 locals and provides 700 scholarships 
for secondary education every year.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Gola will prevent the emissions of 4.4 million 
tonnes of CO2 over the first 10 years of its 30-
year lifetime, validated and verified under the 
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also achie-
ved CCB Gold status for exceptional climate and 
biodiversity benefits.

Endangered Species
In addition to 300 bird species, close to 600 
butterfly species, and 2,800 plant species, the 
project protects critical habitat for countless 
threatened animals, such as the pygmy hippo-
potamus, western chimpanzee, Jentink’s duiker, 
African forest elephant, white-necked picathar-
tes, rufous fishing-owl, and the critically endan-
gered Tai toad.
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Guatemala 
Conservation Coast

GUATEMALA
With ecosystems ranging from lowland to 
pre-montane tropical forests, wetlands, mangro-
ves and lagoons, the forests of the Guatemalan 
Caribbean are home to extraordinary beauty 
and biodiversity. The coastline is part of the Me-
soamerican Biological Corridor, a natural land 
bridge from South to North America and a mi-
gratory corridor for hundreds of species of birds.
Agriculture and cattle ranching have reduced 
original forest cover by 65%. The project pro-
tects the remainder by addressing drivers of de-
forestation through law enforcement, land-use 
planning, education, economic development, 
and sustainable agroforestry. Hundreds of lan-
downers, spanning the entire Caribbean coast-
line, have combined to protect almost 54,500 
hectares of forest and to prevent the emissions 
of 18 million tonnes of CO2.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
The Mesoamerican Biological Corridor is vital 
to birds’ biannual migrations. 504 bird species 
have been documented in the project area, and 
120 species depend on the corridor to sustain 
their journeys. The project also aims to improve 
law enforcement, continue ongoing biological 

monitoring, and raise awareness of biodiversity 
values through education.

Community Development
The project is transforming the lives of 3,250 
families, including over a hundred local and in-
digenous communities that actively participate 
in implementation. Farmers receive training, fi-
nancing, and business support to develop sus-
tainable agroforestry systems for crops such as 
xate, cardamom, pepper, cinnamon, lychee, and 
rambutan. Over 1,000 people have benefited 
from health services, and the project is helping 
locals to secure land titles, continue their educa-
tion, and obtain job training. It is also developing 
a network of ecotourism sites and ecological re-
serves in the region.

Emissions Reductions
& Certifications
Guatemala Caribbean Coast will prevent the 
emissions of 18 million tonnes of CO2 over its 
30-year lifetime, validated and verified under 
the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also 
achieved CCB Gold status for exceptional biodi-
versity benefits.

Endangered Species
The project protects the habitat of an abundan-
ce of mammals and reptiles, including thirty high 
conservation value (HCV) species such as the 
jaguar, Baird’s tapir, and the West Indian mana-
tee, whose habitats are threatened by economic 
pressure on the region. 
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KARIBA
WILDLIFE
CORRIDOR
Zimbabwe
With limited economic opportunities due to po-
litical and economic turbulence, Zimbabwean 
communities have been forced to delve into their 
forests for subsistence farming and fuelwood, 
leading to the loss of more than a third of the 
country’s forest area. Kariba connects four na-
tional parks and eight safari reserves, forming 
a giant biodiversity corridor that protects a ma-
jestic forest near the Zimbabwe-Zambia border 
and numerous vulnerable and endangered spe-
cies on the southern shores of Lake Kariba. At 
785,000 hectares, it is one of the largest REDD+ 
projects by area. 

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
Kariba sits between the Chizarira, Matusadona, 
and Mana Pools National Parks in Zimbabwe 
and the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia, 
creating a vast and contiguous wildlife area for 
the 150 mammal, 504 bird, 133 reptiles and 274 
butterfly species in the region. The project is also 
significantly reducing poaching pressure throu-
gh regular patrolling in close cooperation with 

local councils, for example by removing more 
than 600 snares from the bush.

Community Development
Kariba is a community-based project, adminis-
tered by the four local Rural District Councils 
(RDCs) of Binga, Nyaminyami, Hurungwe and 
Mbire. As such, it promotes the independence 
and wellbeing of these communities through be-
tter healthcare, new roads and boreholes, and 
school subsidies, plus conservation agriculture, 
community gardens, beekeeping training, fire 
management, and ecotourism. Locals also co-
llect fruits for food and build their homesteads 
exclusively from natural materials. Several trees, 
like the baobab, in which chiefs are traditionally 
buried, are important to cultural identity.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Kariba will prevent the emissions of 164 million 
tonnes of CO2 over its 30-year lifetime, validated 
and verified under the Verified Carbon Standard 
(VCS). It has also achieved CCB Gold status for 
exceptional climate and biodiversity benefits.

Endangered Species
The Kariba corridor hosts numerous threatened 
and endangered species, including elephant, 
cheetah, lion, leopard, hippo, African painted 
dog, lappet-faced vulture, and southern ground 
hornbill.
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KASIGAU
WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY
Kenya
Nestled between Kenya’s Tsavo East and Tsa-
vo West National Parks, the Kasigau Wildlife 
Sanctuary protects 200,000 hectares of dryland 
forest threatened by cattle ranching, poaching,  
subsistence agriculture, and illegal tree harves-
ting. It supports over 116,000 locals through 
job creation, carbon credit payments, and sus-
tainable development; protects thousands of 
endangered animals, including lions, cheetahs, 
leopards, and elephants; and prevents the emis-
sions of more than 45 million tonnes of CO2. It is 
also the first REDD+ project in the world to issue 
VCS credits.

Impacts

Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Kasigau protects 200,000 hectares of dryland 
acacia-comiphora forest and its biodiversity. 
The area is a vital migration corridor for thou-
sands of animals crossing from Tsavo East to 
Tsavo West National Parks, including more than 
50 species of large mammals, 20 species of bats, 
and over 300 species of birds.

Community Development
Without the project, locals would have few op-
tions to provide for their families other than 
slash-and-burn agriculture. Kasigau directly em-
ploys 350+ people, including as unarmed wildli-
fe rangers and tailors for its Fairtrade-certified 
eco-friendly clothing line. One-third of carbon 
credit revenue is distributed directly to 4,500 
local landowners, and the wider community 
of 116,000 benefits from economic and social 
development, including organic greenhouses, 
access to clean water, education, and training 
in sustainable farming. To date, the project has 
awarded 3,200 high school and college scho-
larships; built or renovated 30 classrooms, in-
cluding supplies and furnishings; introduced 
pre-kindergarten to the area; and provided 
50,000 people with clean water, which has fur-
ther improved school attendance.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Kasigau will prevent the emissions of 45 million 
tonnes of CO2 over its 30-year lifetime, validated 
and verified under the Verified Carbon Standard 
(VCS). It has also achieved CCB Gold status for 
exceptional biodiversity and climate benefits.

Endangered Species
The wildlife corridor is a safe haven for 11,000 
endangered African elephants (and a permanent 
home for 2,000 of them), plus other threatened 
or vulnerable species such as giraffes, Grevy’s 
zebras, wild dogs, cheetahs, lions, and leopards.
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KEO SEIMA
WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY
Cambodia
Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary covers 292,690 
ha in eastern Cambodia, part of the ancestral 
home of many Bunong indigenous people, and 
home to 75 threatened species.

The REDD+ project is a collaboration with the 
Ministry of Environment and other stakeholders, 
and implements its activities by improving gover-
nance to catalyze alternative livelihoods. Throu-
gh these efforts, 13.3 million tCO2e of emissions 
have been avoided between 2010 and 2017.

Impacts

Biodiversity & Ecosystems
Two important ecoregions converge in the pro-
ject: the Annamite Mountains and the lower Me-
kong dry forests. The Annamites are notable for 
numerous endemic evergreen forest species, 
while the lower Mekong dry forests are crucial 
for the survival of many lowland deciduous fo-
rest species.

Community Development
These forests provide basic needs and cultural 
identity to over 2,500 households in 20 villages. 
The project supports alternative livelihoods that 
reduce deforestation, by providing agricultural 
extension services, skill development, and in-
frastructure support, thereby increasing food 
security, income, and resilience to climate chan-
ge. It also strengthens governance attributes 
such as available legal mechanisms, political su-
pport, effective law enforcement, tenure rights, 
and community natural resource management.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Keo Seima will prevent the emissions of 12.4 mi-
llion tonnes of CO2 over the first 10 years of its li-
fetime, validated and verified under the Verified 
Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also achieved CCB 
Gold status for exceptional biodiversity benefits.

Endangered Species
The sanctuary is home to more than 1,000 spe-
cies of animals, plants, and fungi – more than 
any other protected area in Cambodia – and 
75 of which are threatened with extinction. It 
also holds the world’s largest populations of 
black-shanked douc and southern yellow-chee-
ked crested gibbons, whose numbers are stable 
thanks to its work.
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Mai
Ndombe
Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo
Mai Ndombe protects over 250,000 hectares of 
critical bonobo and forest elephant habitat wi-
thin the world’s second-largest intact rainforest, 
the Congo Basin. It empowers communities in 
one of the world’s most impoverished countries 
by creating a pathway to low-carbon economic 
development, agricultural and economic diversi-
fication, education, and healthcare. Without its 
presence, the area would likely be leased to fo-
reign logging and mining companies.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
A mix of tropical and swamp forests, these areas 
are part of the globally significant Lac Tele-Lac 
Tumba landscape, one of the most important 
wetlands in the world and the largest freshwater 
area on the African continent.

Community Development
The project area is home to more than 30,000 
people who previously lacked consistent heal-

thcare, education, clean water, and food securi-
ty. They now have improved access to drinking 
water, agricultural and economic investment, 
education, healthcare, and capacity building. 
The project directly employs over 100 locals for 
monitoring and management and provides wi-
despread capacity building workshops. It has es-
tablished a mobile medical clinic to improve ac-
cess to health care for isolated rural villages, and 
collaborates to carry out medical tours, health 
needs assessments, and to create modest but 
proper health centers in local communities. It 
is also building at least 19 schoolrooms in com-
munities, some of which have never before had 
schooling, as well as distributing school supplies.

Emissions Reductions & 
Certifications
Mai Ndombe will prevent the emissions of 176 
million tonnes of CO2 over its 40-year lifetime, 
validated and verified under the Verified Car-
bon Standard (VCS). It has also achieved CCB 
Gold status for exceptional biodiversity and cli-
mate benefits.

Endangered Species
These rainforests are home to the bonobo, the 
endangered great ape that is humankind’s clo-
sest relative, found only in the Congo Basin. 
They are also home to the endangered forest 
elephant, giant pangolin, brown-cheeked horn-
bill, and Osborn’s dwarf crocodile.
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NII
KANITI
PERU
Nii Kaniti means ‘forest and development’ in the 
indigenous language local to the Ucayali region 
of central Peru. The project prioritizes indige-
nous-led development, scaling up sustainable 
community forest management to improve the 
livelihoods of seven remote indigenous com-
munities on the edge of the Peruvian Amazon. 
By preventing land invasions for unsustainable 
agriculture, illegal use of forest resources, and 
land grabs, it protects 120,000 hectares of threa-
tened forest, home to animals such as jaguars, 
macaws, and tapirs.

A distinctive feature is a social enterprise, Nii Biri, 
which is a hub for indigenous economic activities 
and supports business administration, scaling of 
production, and improved market access for lo-
cal producers.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
Nii Kaniti protects almost 120,000 hectares of 
critical rainforest in Ucayali. It maintains essen-
tial habitat connectivity and facilitates move-
ment, dispersal and the ecological function of 
flora, fauna, and the ecosystem.

Community Development
The project supports seven communities belon-
ging to two indigenous ethnic groups – Shipibo 
Conibo and Cacataibo – through improving com-
munity forest management. These communities 
are remote, with several only reachable by boat 
from the Ucayali River. Many indigenous people 
living in the area depend on the forest yet re-
main in poverty and social exclusion. Nii Kaniti 
aims to build resilience into their livelihoods by 
supporting them to better protect and conser-
ve their lands. All activities address community 
needs through extensive collaboration.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Nii Kaniti will prevent the emissions of 2.7 million 
tonnes of CO2 over the first ten years of its 20-
year lifetime, validated and verified under the 
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also achie-
ved CCB Gold status for exceptional climate and 
biodiversity benefits.

Endangered Species
The project protects tropical habitat home to an 
abundance of species, notably the near-threate-
ned jaguar and the blue-headed macaw and ta-
pir, both classified as vulnerable by IUCN.
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PACIFIC FOREST
COMMUNITIES
COLOMBIA
Colombia is one of the world’s 12 megadiverse 
countries and home to ~ 10% of the world’s ani-
mal and plant species. Its Pacific coast is rich in 
forests and wildlife, and the territory of Afro-Co-
lombian and Indigenous communities. But ille-
gal timber extraction, often the only source of in-
come for one of the country’s poorest areas, has 
caused forests to be converted to agriculture 
and pasture. The Pacific Forest Communities 
(PFC) projects aim to generate alternative eco-
nomic activities and to build capacity in adminis-
tration, governance, and management.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
Characterized by a variety of ecosystems from 
tropical rainforests to coastal mangroves and 
wetlands, Colombia’s Pacific coast has incredi-
ble native biodiversity. PFC activities to reduce 
deforestation and degradation will improve and 
restore biodiversity, enabling forests to return to 
an approximately natural state within 15 years. 
Unique animal species, vegetation, and threate-
ned ecosystems create high conservation values 
throughout the terrain.

Community Development
More than 8,000 families and 40,000 people, in-
cluding 20 Afro-Colombian community counci-
ls and indigenous councils, are benefiting from 
PFC work to strengthen local institutions, build 
governance capacity, and improve the equitable 
distribution of benefits and the preservation of 
cultural values. The projects are also providing 
healthcare, education, clean water, sanitation, 
and alternative livelihoods, including eco-tou-
rism and sustainable commodities such as acai, 
cocoa, and coconut.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
PFC will prevent the emissions of 70 million ton-
nes of CO2 over its 30-year lifetime, validated 
and verified under the Verified Carbon Standard 
(VCS). It has also achieved CCB Gold status for 
exceptional community benefits.

Endangered Species
PFC is home to many endemic and/or endange-
red species such as the pavón, a large bird that 
is critically endangered due to hunting for food 
and habitat loss, and to vulnerable species like 
the tigrillo, brown-headed spider monkey, lea-
therback turtle, giant anteater, black-and-chest-
nut eagle, golden eagle, and guayacama. The re-
gion also hosts many endangered tree species 
that are prized for their high-value timber, inclu-
ding abarco (Colombian mahogany), nispero (sa-
podilla), cedar, and oak.
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RIMBA RAYA
ORANGUTAN
RESERVE
INDONESIA
Nestled in the southern coast of Borneo lies 
the Rimba Raya Orangutan Reserve. One of 
the most highly endangered ecosystems in the 
world, this lowland peat swamp forest is home 
to over a thousand plant and animal species.

Every day, paper and palm oil interests put 
Indonesian forests in jeopardy. Losing them 
means losing one of the largest natural carbon 
stores in the world. Rimba Raya helps protect 
these forests, the communities and wildlife that 
depend on them, and improves access to clean 
water, clean energy, and health care for these 
communities.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
At almost 47,000 hectares, the area is extremely 
rich in biodiversity, and vital habitat for countless 
animals and plants. The project is restoring natu-
ral forests and mangroves through tree planting, 
monitoring biodiversity to ensure effective ma-
nagement, and promoting sustainable fishing 
and cleanup programs for the Seruyan River.

Community Development
Rimba Raya’s community development pro-
grams are designed to meet all the Sustainable 
Development Goals. The project creates alter-
native income streams through capacity buil-
ding, investments in micro-finance, and plan-
ting native species such as latex, chewing gum, 
and essential oils on previously degraded land. 
It also provides water filters, solar arrays, clean 
cookstoves, school supplies, and educational 
scholarships, and operates a mobile medical cli-
nic to reach remote, underserved areas.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Rimba Raya will prevent the emissions of 100 
million tonnes of CO2 over its 30-year lifetime, 
validated and verified under the Verified Carbon 
Standard (VCS). It has also achieved CCB Gold 
status for exceptional biodiversity, climate, and 
community benefits.

Endangered Species
The reserve is home to over 120 threatened and 
endangered species, including flagship species 
like the endangered Bornean orangutan, clou-
ded leopard, gibbon, proboscis monkey and 
Asian sun bear. The largest privately funded 
orangutan reserve in the world, Rimba Raya is 
a critical patrolled buffer to Tanjung Puting Na-
tional Park, home to one of the last remaining 
wild orangutan populations on the planet. Rim-
ba Raya is deeply committed to their protection, 
partnering with Orangutan Foundation Interna-
tional to deliver conservation programs.
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Southern 
Cardamom
Cambodia
Southern Cardamom protects 497,000 hectares 
of lowland tropical rainforest in Cambodia’s Car-
damom Rainforest landscape. The Cardamoms 
are a critical part of the Indo-Burma global biodi-
versity hotspot – one of the planet’s highest con-
servation priorities. Their forests are threatened 
by illegal logging for high value timber, fuel for 
Cambodia’s garment factories, and deforesta-
tion by outsiders for land sales. The project ad-
dresses these threats by supporting communi-
ties and local government with protected area 
management, law enforcement, and by helping 
to develop alternative livelihoods that depend 
on forests and biodiversity.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems

The Cardamom landscape is the region’s largest 
climate regulator and carbon sink, critical ha-
bitat for countless species, and, with 22 major 
waterways, an important watershed. The pro-
ject supports a team of 98 rangers and 25 an-
ti-poaching community members that patrol the 
forests and monitor activities. Acting as a wat-
chdog for both government departments and 
frontline rangers, staff verify all law enforcement 

actions – such as ensuring that appropriate pe-
nalties are imposed or that seized timber is not 
stolen – and build ranger capacity through daily, 
on-the-job coaching.

Community Development

Around 16,000 people, many of whom are be-
low the poverty line, live in the areas surroun-
ding the project. Southern Cardamom is provi-
ding scholarships for higher education through 
a community fund; helping to ensure perma-
nent land access for all community members 
through tenure registration; and expanding its 
award-winning community-based ecotourism 
projects, which have demonstrably raised inco-
mes and reduced deforestation.

Emissions Reductions & Cer-
tifications

Southern Cardamom will prevent the emissions 
of 110 million tonnes of CO2 over its 30-year li-
fetime, validated and verified under the Verified 
Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also achieved CCB 
Gold status for exceptional climate and biodi-
versity benefits.

Endangered Species

The project is home to more than 50 endangered 
species such as the Asian forest elephant, Asia-
tic black bear, sun bear, pileated gibbon, Ben-
gal slow loris, mainland clouded leopard, and 
fishing cat, as well as the critically endangered 
Sunda pangolin, Siamese crocodile, Southern ri-
ver terrapin, and giant ibis.
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Tambopata 
Biodiversity 
Reserve
PERU
Recognized internationally as an area of incre-
dible biodiversity, the Tambopata National Re-
serve and Bahuaja-Sonene National Park in 
the Peruvian Amazon are home to some of the 
world’s most beautiful and endangered wildlife. 
Jaguar, giant river otters, and giant armadillos 
can be found alongside blue macaws and other 
species in need of immediate protection. Fami-
lies and communities living around the Reserve 
rely on the forests for clean water and other re-
sources. However, the area has long been under 
threat from illegal loggers, subsistence farming, 
and artisanal gold mining. The Tambopata pro-
ject helps fund the preservation of this highly 
biodiverse rainforest, the protection of the Re-
serve, and the restoration of degraded lands for 
small farmers and native communities.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems
Providing critical habitat for over 30 high con-
servation value species, the Tambopata Natio-
nal Reserve is widely known as the biodiversity 
capital of Peru. The Tambopata project is impro-
ving forest protection through surveillance and 

management, biodiversity monitoring, and re-
search support.

Community Development
Approximately 11,000 inhabitants, primarily 
small-scale farmers, live in the area surrounding 
the reserve. The project is improving livelihoods 
for many of these families by implementing sus-
tainable agricultural practices in the area and 
providing training. It has also established a sma-
llholder cooperative to improve harvest mana-
gement, planted 4,000 hectares of cocoa trees 
on previously degraded land, and helped to se-
cure land titles.

Emissions Reductions &
Certifications
Tambopata will prevent the emissions of 4 mi-
llion tonnes of CO2 over the first 10 years of its 
30-year lifetime, validated and verified under 
the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also 
achieved CCB Gold status for exceptional clima-
te and biodiversity benefits.

Endangered Species
The Reserve’s flagship species is the jaguar, the 
largest cat of the Americas, whose wild popula-
tion is rapidly declining due to hunting and ha-
bitat loss due to deforestation. It is also home 
to many other amazing and endangered species 
such as the giant river otter, which is estimated 
to have a remaining wild population of fewer 
than 5,000 individuals. The Tambopata Reser-
ve offers protection to these beautiful animals 
through forest conservation and monitoring.
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